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Monthly Council Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2019 
 

Present  

 
Mayor Basil Stewart 
Deputy Mayor Norma McColeman 
Councillor Bruce MacDougall 
Councillor Justin Doiron 
Councillor Barb Ramsay 
Councillor Cory Snow 
Councillor Greg Campbell 
Councillor Brian McFeely 
Councillor Carrie Adams 
Bob Ashley, Chief Administrative Officer 
Rob Philpott, Director of Financial Services 
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer 
Members of the Media 
Members of the Public  
 

Call to Order / Approval of Agenda / Any Conflict of Interest Declaration 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Stewart at 6:30pm 
 
 
Motion   It was moved and seconded; 
That  The Agenda be approved as circulated. 
Motion Carried  
 
 
Conflict of Interest Declaration – There were no conflicts declared by any Council member with any item on the 
agenda 
 
 

Approval of the Minutes   

 
Motion   It was moved by and seconded; 
That  The minutes of the Monthly Meeting dated August 19, 2019 be approved as circulated. 
Motion Carried 
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Technical Services – Chair, Councillor Justin Doiron 

 
Report:  
 

The 2019 construction season is still in full swing. All City projects are in various stages. For the Paving 
project, a few streets have yet to be completed. Sidewalks are wrapping up. Infilling is nearly completed 
on the small sections of Hallie and Hillside.  Watermain work is completed on Tupper and nearly 
complete on Brennan.  A boardwalk replacement tender is going along great, still have a small section to 
complete.  

Twenty-eight building permits were issued for the month of August. We issued permits for 6 new single-
family houses in Dory View, and then a large number for accessory buildings, decks, signs, fences etc., 
some residential additions, renovations. We also issued permits for 2 apartment buildings totaling 82 
units. Staff also issued 3 separate permits for adding a unit to an existing dwelling, either making a 2 unit 
a 3 unit or adding a secondary suite to a single-family house. This is a good mix of additional housing, 
single family, standalone apartment buildings to additional units in existing buildings. There also were 
permits issued for an expansion to the new library building as well as the restoration of the fire damaged 
building on Pope road. Staff continues to review and assist the public with pending developments and 
building permits to be issued in 2019. 

There are a few developments in various stages. A couple of new subdivisions have progressed to the 
paving stage, MacDuff subdivision off Bayview drive, Hung Le’s development off McEwen Road, as well 
as Malayny’s subdivision off Water Street East. A couple other subdivisions are at different stages of 
planning and design. 

There are a lot of people still stopping in and speaking to staff for assistance with their projects, Citizens 
are encouraged to ask for assistance with their projects that they may have planned for this Fall and 
Winter.  

 
 

Economic Development – Chair, Councillor Brian McFeely 

 
Report:  
 
PNP: 
 
It has been a year and a half since we started meeting with PNP candidates looking to immigrate to Summerside.  
With government processing times, only now are successful applicants starting to land in Summerside.  We are now 
servicing these folks, as they look to integrate in the community and more importantly add to the diversity of our 
business servicing. 
 
We are working hard with our business community and support networks for assistance as there is much they can 
do for these new immigrants, such as personal settlement, available space, making connections, community 
involvement, banking, and so forth. 
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Available Sites: Our online Real Estate Tool 
 
Motivated in part by new PNP immigrants, we have begun a complete overhaul of available commercial space in 
Summerside.  Approximately 20 landlords or property managers have been contacted to update our listings.  Our 
aim is to have our online listings fully updated in the coming weeks.  This will allow interested tenants to have 
everything at their fingertips and will allow us to service them much more quickly.  We expect to have a diverse and 
fulsome listing available for those looking for space 
 
Living Lab: 
 
We continue to actively work with 2 of the UK companies that visited us during the Inbound Mission that took place 
here in November 2018.  Connective Touch, the biometrics company, got their feet on the ground in June when three 
participants (Community Connections, Police Services, Municipal Services) all agreed to have specialized locks 
installed on their property.  They have reached the point where they are seeking investment capital and local staff.  
The other company is Hello Lamp Post, which is 2 months into their pilot project with us.  This project includes 30 
colourful signs placed around Summerside meant to encourage engagement with citizens and visitors via text 
messaging.  There are 12 content partners, including 3 City departments.  To date, there have been 18,100 messages 
from 2,274 players.  According to Hello Lamp Post, this is the highest participation rate per capita that they’ve seen 
in approximately 30 deployments around the world.  This project will continue until Jan 3, 2020.  Incidentally, all 
signage survived Hurricane Dorian. 
 
Eco-Park: 
 
Our pursuit of a new Eco-Park continues to push forward.  After purchasing the land and going through the rezoning 
process earlier this year, we were recently have been funded through the ICIP program and await final engineering 
designs to release a tender later in September 
 
Mr. Mayor that concludes the Economic Development Report for April, a month where we are working hard on 
growing and diversifying Summerside.  We are continuing to focus locally and connecting globally to drive 
investment and opportunities for growth.  
 
 
 
Resolution COS 19-105  It was moved by Councillor McFeely and seconded by Councillor Doiron; 
Whereas  the City has received a letter from Dr. Herb Dickieson stressing the need to address the shortage 

of physicians in Prince Edward Island, and:  
 
Whereas  the physician shortage impedes health care delivery impacting not only the health of Islanders but 

also adversely impacting our island economy, and; 
 
Whereas  the City has been working with local medical practitioners to raise the awareness of the challenge 

of service gaps in Prince Country, and;  
 
Whereas   the University of Prince Edward Island have capacity to assist with the further advancement of 

filling the physician shortage  
 
Therefore, be it resolved  
THAT 
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1. The City of Summerside wishes to collaborate with the Government of Prince Edward Island to: 

a. Ensure that Summerside and Prince County have an active role in a Physician Recruitment and 

Retention program 

b. Increase the Family Physician Residency positions and specifically students from Prince County to 

address shortages 

c. Urge the government to initiate the planning of a Medical Faculty at the University of Prince 

Edward Island with equitable distribution of both applicants and graduates to service Prince 

County 

This bears the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee meeting of September 3, 2019. 
Resolution Carried 8-0 

 

 

Financial Services – Chair, Deputy Mayor McColeman 

 
Report:  
 
Good evening to my colleagues on City Council and to residents of the City of Summerside.  
 
My report tonight is simply a check-in on our financial results as we move closer to the halfway point of the fiscal 
year.  
 
The City’s financial results as of the end of July are encouraging, particularly when compared to where we 
expected to be at this point in the fiscal year. 
 
The General Fund experienced a surplus of $481,000, against a budgeted shortfall of $511,000.  Part of the reason 
for the positive performance thus far is better-than-expected municipal support funding as well as a one-time 
infusion of additional Gas Tax monies by the Province.  This one-time infusion of funding provides Council with the 
flexibility to address upcoming capital projects such as the Pope Road and Central Street intersection.  The 
additional revenue does mitigate some challenges on the expenditure side; namely, additional funding that was 
approved for Community Grant recipients after the Budget was approved, as well as the timing of funding for 
various community and heritage events that have already taken place. 
 
With respect to the utilities, again the results are better than what we expected at this time of the fiscal year.  The 
electric utility experienced better-than-expected residential, commercial and industrial sales while seeing lower-
than-expected power purchase costs (even though only 28% of our electricity came from wind sources in July).  The 
water utility also saw positive results due in part to increased revenue from subdivision development. 
 
Capital spending overall is generally on target: $2.26 million has been spent on capital projects as of the end of 
July, against a budget of $2.29 million. 
 
I am also pleased to report that the City was recently notified that our application for Invest in Canada 
infrastructure funding for the Eco-Park was recently approved.  This application covers road and other 
development costs for a total of $1.2 million.  The City will contribute $184,000 to this project.  We look forward to 
getting this underway as soon as is practicable.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to present this report, and either myself or the CFO are available to take your 
questions. 
 
 
 
Resolution COS 19-105 It was moved by Deputy Mayor MacDougall and seconded by Councillor McFeely     
WHEREAS the City of Summerside was asked by Generation XX to consider guaranteeing a loan, to 

help Generation XX with the second phase of its renovations to its facility, and; 
 
WHEREAS Loan guarantees of this type are permitted under the Municipal Government Act, Section 

158 1 (b) 
 
WHEREAS the Generation XX renovations are projected to cost approximately $950,000, with 

Generation XX required to contribute $253,000 as its share of the renovation cost, and: 
 
WHEREAS Generation XX has pledged the facility as security for this loan guarantee; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Summerside will guarantee a loan of $253,000 for Generation XX, for the 

duration of the loan term. 
 
Item above bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole meeting dated September 3rd, 2019. 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
 
 
 
 
 

Police/Fire& Emergency – Chair, Councillor Barb Ramsay 

 
Emergency Measures Report 
 
Hurricane Dorian 
Technically, Dorian landed on PEI as a post-tropical storm, but it inflicted more damage in Summerside and across 
the Island than Hurricane Juan in 2003.  
 
The storm reached the height of its power late into the night of Saturday September 6th and early Sunday 
September 7th.  
 
Many of our city residents and businesses have experienced all sorts of damage from the winds and rain. Power 
outages, fallen trees, a couple dozen or more falling on homes, local flooding, shingles, siding, fences ripped from 
their moorings, to name a few. 
 
Immediate Responses 
The city’s first responders—police, fire, public works, electric—were extremely busy all through Saturday night 
and the wee hours of Sunday morning. Dozens of calls were attended to and our dispatching services were 
overwhelmed with hundreds of calls. Notifications went out advising people to stay off the roads. The city streets 
were not safe to travel. 
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The Fire Station opened as the first reception centre, but Dorian peeled back sections of the building’s roof 
causing interior flooding.  City Hall was immediately opened as a backup because it had full electric power and 
communications. City Hall accommodated several overnight guests, evacuated tourists from the Crystal Beach 
Campground.  
 
Upwards of a dozen streets were impassable due to fallen trees and wires across the roadways. 
 
Recovery Highlights 
The electric utility catalogue over 500 faults across the city and went into action immediately to bring the 
numbers of those without power down from the thousands to the hundreds. Each day, the numbers were 
reduced with work of round-the-clock crews when the weather permitted. Extra help from Saint John Energy was 
brought in when they became available. The goal of full restoration of power has been set for this past weekend, 
barring any unforeseen challenges. 
 
The city has also commissioned the private sector to help with the recovery efforts, construction firms, tree 
experts, and logging personnel. This added help complements the Council directing the launch of its own tree 
debris pickup program and disposal site on Compton Road.  
 
Initial clean-up will take several weeks, but the aftermath effects will go on for months, and some cases, years. 
 
Government 
The city’s EMO team have been in daily contact with PEI EMO and government officials and MLA’s. Minister Boyce 
Thompson, paid a personal visit to the Mayor and senior management to get a first hand account of how the city 
has been faring during and after the storm. 
 
The Mayor has sent a letter to Premier King advising him on how hard the City of Summerside has been hit by 
Dorian. The letter closes with an appeal to the Province for financial assistance to help relieve our citizens of the 
enormous costs we will incur to recover from the storm. 
 
Community 
Citizens and business owners, as well as local agencies, churches, clubs, and associations must be applauded for 
coming together to get this city back on its feet.  Neighbours are helping neighbours, businesses are reaching out, 
and as a result recovery is accelerating beyond what it could otherwise.  
 
 
 
 
Police Report:  
 
Committee and Volunteer Work 
 
With the topic of bullying at the forefront in recent years, including cyber bullying, during the month of August one 
of our members did a total of 7 anti-bullying talks at the Tenacity Hockey School at the CUP to several hundred 
students as well as a talk to Generation XX day campers.  Bullying is not supposed to be a part of a child’s life 
growing up. (**Also just as an FYI that during the latest weekend storm police services required 3 staff to look 
after the influx of over 300 calls. During that time the fire services pager went down and SPS worked diligently 
alongside fire services, municipal services & the electric utility to get the job done. We had no reports of injuries 
and a very low incidence of criminal activity.) 
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Training and Service Enhancements 
 

 Chief attending Chiefs of Police conference in Calgary 
 
Community Policing Activities 
 

 Members attending a community BBQ at Slemon Park. 
             Dep/Chief attending to 2 Aide-de-Camp functions with Lt. Gov. 
  Members assisting with the Tri-Lobster Triathlon.  
  Search & Rescue coordination meeting at EMO office. 
  Attending Police Academy graduation at Jubilee.  
   Member volunteered with the Pathfinders group. 
 
Occurrence Statistics 
The following is a list of some of occurrence totals for August 2019. 
Calls for Service – 610 
Traffic Accidents – 32 
Reported Crimes of Assaults & Threats – 28 
Theft Reports - 44 
Impaired Driving Offences – 13 
Highway Traffic Offences –  69 
Parking Tickets Issued – 84 & 13 Warnings 
Break & Enter Reports (Business & Residential) - 7 
Drug Enforcement Charges – 5 
 
 
Fire Report: 
 
There were 33 calls for assistance during the month of August; the breakdown is as follows: 
 

10 - MFR (Medical First Responder) Calls 

1 - Structure Fire 

4 - Alarm Panel Calls 

4 - Miscellaneous Calls 

10 - Mulch Fires 

2 - Cancelled Calls 

2 – Accidental False Alarms 

 
 
There were 5 training opportunities during the month totaling 10.5 hours; the breakdown 
 is as follows: 
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Aug 05/19 - Company Work  1 hr 

Aug 19/19 - Slave Lake Fire lecture 3 hrs 

Aug 20/19 - OH&S Meeting Walk Thru 1.5 hrs 

Aug 26/19 - Clean and Pack Hose  1 hr 

Aug 26/19 - Basic Life Support Provider Course  4 hrs 

  
 
Notes: 

• Summerside firefighters were invited to Miscouche fire department to listen to guest speaker Jamie Coutts 

from Lesser Slave Lake Alberta. Jamie is host of the Discovery Channel show “Hell Fire Heroes”. He is 

visiting fire departments and taking the time to speak about some of the calls they have dealt with and the 

challenges they face.  

 
 
 

Community Services – Chair, Councillor Cory Snow 

 
Report:  
 

Lots happened throughout the month of August in the Community Services Department.   
 
The ice went in Eastlink Arena and it didn’t take long for it to be put to use. Tenacity Hockey Camps had 
two weeks of programming in the Eastlink Arena, along with various off-ice sessions and activities. 
 
Following that, the first annual Battle of the Bridge Tournament took place at Credit Union Place 
between 4 MHL teams, with the Caps coming out on top and winning the tournament. 
 
The fifth annual Lobster Triathlon took place on the Summerside waterfront and had over 200 athletes 
participate in the event. That very same weekend had hundreds of ribbers take in Rib Fest at Greens 
Shore.  
 
The community BBQ’s continued in August, as both Slemon Park and Billy Bridges Park were well 
attended. 
 
The final two Kids Summer Camps took place with Superhero Camp and Wild Water Week taking place at 
Credit Union Place. Over 120 kids attended the 4 Kids Summer Camps throughout the Summer. 
 
Active Start, Silver Social Club, Adult Sport Social Club, Go For It and Tennis Fundamentals for Kids and 
Adults were all offered in the month of August and continue to see interest and participation from 
residents and visitors. 
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Queen Elizabeth Park was home to the 18U AA Baseball Atlantics that hosted teams from all over 
Atlantic Canada.  
 
The Departments Parks and Green Spaces division continue to be busy with crews continuously working to 
maintain and keep our City looking clean and green. Five parks throughout the City have begun to see major 
improvements of which the department plans to finish this Fall. Those parks include: Lefurgey, Fairview, 
Centennial, Maplewood Heights and Crescent Drive. 
 
 
 

HR & Legal Affairs, Culture Summerside and Policy & Bylaw Review Committee 

 
Human Resources and Legal Affairs Report:  

 
• The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee as well as department sub-committees continue to meet 

on a regular monthly basis,  

• Congratulations to Dale Coady who was successful in the Electrical Technician Foreman position, as well as Nick 
Doucette who has started with the City as a Laborer 

• Competitions are continuing for a Facilities Supervisor at Credit Union Place 

• Summerside Fire Services are currently undergoing their selection process to fill a number of vacation firefighter 
positions due to recent and upcoming retirements. 

• Last week staff celebrated National Payroll Week.  Payroll plays a vital roll in the department in keeping 
employees paid accurately and on time and being compliant with government legislation 

 
 
Culture Summerside Report:  
The following report captures some highlights of Culture Summerside’s activity from the mid Aug 
to mid Sept time period.  
 

• With Summer staff returning to school Culture Summerside year-round staff are busy delivering museum 
tours; September is a busy month for shoulder season visitation to the Summerside area. With some 
Island attractions closing in July access to our Museum sites is important for Summerside tourism 
 

• Staff are currently preparing fall programming. This includes preparing for the 2019 Ghostwalk and 
Christmas School program  

 

• Grant applications are currently being developed to support next summer’s programming and reports are 
being developed and submitted for 2019 projects 
 

• Culture Summerside staff continue to work on the cataloguing, appraising and intellectual organization of 
its many museum and archival collections around its work in the delivery of festivals and programs, out 
reach programming, fundraising and grant writing.  
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Did You Know: 
 
The City of Summerside owns many thousands of artifacts and archival documents in its various collections. Each 
object or document in its permanent collections are researched, photographed, described and measured, 
condition reported, cross references with other objects, and entered into electronic and online databases before 
being exhibited. This is done to Canada’s national standards for the fields of Museology and the Archival Sciences. 
This work is ongoing and done to create better access to these cultural assets for: students, researchers, authors, 
artists, tourists, community groups, future generations and todays wider community. On the topic of federal 
leadership, disasters and communications, I draw your attention to two of our collection pieces.  Sir John A. 
MacDonald’s pocket watch and an authentic message in a bottle written by the captain of a sinking ship. Bottle 
and letter found in 1905. 
 
 
Policy & Bylaw Review Committee Report:  
 

Upcoming Projects 

Due to prior commitments of committee members and external participants, and the sudden diversion caused by 

Hurricane Dorian, meetings originally scheduled before this Council night will be rescheduled in the next couple of 

weeks. The following two topics are slated for BPR review, although BPR is always open to suggestions and/or 

direction from Council. 

 

Bylaws Mandated by the Province 

The province has extended the deadline for municipalities to have in place an Access to Information Bylaw and a 

Records Retention Bylaw, by December 31st, 2019. The province will be supplying templates from which we can 

draft Summerside’s versions of these bylaws. BPR attention to these bylaws should begin in the fall with 

documents coming back to Council in time to satisfy the mandated deadline.  

 

According to Municipal Affairs, the city’s prior submissions of bylaws to the Province last year are all in order.  

 

Revised Language for Tender Documents 

Earlier in the summer, Council tasked BPR as well as internal and external legal counsel to begin examining the 

city’s tendering procedures and language. There has been some question as to the basis for acceptance or 

rejection of tenders and if the tender documents could be revised to allow for discretion to be exercised.  

 

External counsel has completed work on suggested revisions and BPR should be meeting soon to review them. 

 
 

Municipal Services – Chair, Councillor Bruce MacDougall 

 
Report:  
 

Public works assisted with the setup and services for the Ribfest event this month. 
- Public Works is progressing with its traffic painting efforts and are largely completed with the parking 

space yet to be completed. 
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- Public works are replacing the necessary signage around the city that is faded or damaged, stop signs, 
street sings and others as required. 

- Public Works are turning repair efforts to our storm system and repairing catch basins that are in poor 
shape. 

- Public works supported the tri-lobster event this month with barricade supply. 
- Hand sweeping of some streets occurred this month from weeds growing up along curbs on the street.  

The Vacuum truck street sweeper is scheduled to arrive the week of September 16. 
- new flashing stop signs have been installed at Tower and Brophy Streets intersection. 
- The water utility has commissioned the new water supply pump on Briggs Street to alleviate water 

pressure problems in the area. 
- Yearly markings were performed on the manholes that are located off of the street for identifications in 

the winter months of snow cover.  
- Water Staff performed new water taps and valve operations in support of capital work efforts for 

upgrades on Brennan Avenue among others. 
- Preparation efforts occurred for the approaching storm by fueling equipment (and the storage tanks) and 

generators for deployment. 
 

GENERAL OPERATIONAL STATISTICS: 
 
Water and Sewer Utilities: 
- 32 water samples were taken with clear of bacteria, 5 re-samples had to be taken due to a background 

count of bacteria.  Upon re-test all was clear of bacteria. 
- 12 chlorination samples taken all within parameters. 
- 16 water turn on and offs for customers 
- 1 Water main break on Northumberland and Water Streets. 
- 1 water service lateral was repaired this month. 
- 6 sewer calls this month 
- Sewer effluent to harbor all within regulated parameters.  (265,345 cubic meters treated) 
- 241,743 gallons of septage received to the plant from outlying areas. (servicing the county). 
 
 
Resolution COS 19-106  It was moved by Councillor MacDougall and seconded by Councillor Ramsay; 
Whereas  Tenders were called for the City of Summerside – Tow Behind Generator and  
Whereas  the City of Summerside received 1 tender submission which is as follows:  
 
Firm   Price   Tow Behind Generator 
Toromont Cat  $85,635.00  2019 XQ60 
 
Be it Resolved that  the City of Summerside awards the City of Summerside –Tow Behind Generator 

equipment tender to Toromont Cat for a price of $85,635.00 (including taxes). 
 
This bears the recommendation of the Committee of Municipal Services meeting of September 3, 2019 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
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Electric Services – Chair, Councillor Greg Campbell 

 
Report:  
 
Work Tasks Highlights: 

- Line crew finished the upgrade work on water street from Noonan street to Eustane Street. 
- Substation repairs and maintenance were completed for the semi-annual maintenance cycle. 
- Staff replaced two reclosers in the substation this month. 
- Staff repaired a recloser on circuit R9. 
- Upgrades to circuits on High Street, Linden Avenue, and Saunders Avenue were completed this month. 
- Nu City Plaza Upgrade was completed. 
- Andrews Lodge development was completed to relocate electrical lines for construction to start. 
- Constructed several temporary power for development in the new Dory View Subdivision. 
- Finished the construction and services for the new Granville Street Round about. 
- Preparations for the storm system forecasted called Dorian (Harder hit than expected), electrical system 

will be recovering for the next few months. 
- Staff worked to repair and then replace the traffic light controller at Water Street and MacEwen 

Intersections. 
- Staff performed maintenance and repaired the boardwalk lights this month form wear and tear along with 

vandalism.  The public is reminded if vandalism is seen on the boardwalk to report it to the City for repair 
as the boardwalk is important to be clean and well lit. 
 

GENERAL OPERATIONAL STATISTICS:  
 
Electric Utility: 
- 23.8% of our Electricity came from wind in August. 
- Generator run hours were 5.2 hours. 
- 12 new electric customers energized this month. 
- 2 Electrical Service Upgrades 
- 5 customer outage events this month (one planned on First Street from Summer to Spring Street for new 

sidewalk) 
 
 
 
Resolution COS 19-107  It was moved by Councillor Campbell and seconded by Councillor MacDougall; 

Whereas  the City of Summerside has participated in the development of an application titled “The 
Pan Maritime Provinces Municipal Electric Utility Infrastructure Initiative for Localized 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations”  

 
Be it Resolved that  the City of Summerside supports its part of the application with the municipal 

consortium of 6 other municipalities in three provinces towards the installation of 
level 2 charging stations for electric vehicles to the NRCAN Zero Emission Vehicle 
Infrastructure Program, funding level from the City is not to exceed $117,500. 

  
This bears the recommendation of the Electric Committee meeting of September 3, 2019. 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
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Committee of the Whole  

 
Motion   It was moved and seconded; 
That  That we move into Committee of the Whole after a brief Recess.  
Motion Carried 
 
 
 

Open Session Resumed 

 
Report:  
 
No report 
 
 

Adjournment 

 
Motion   It was moved and seconded; 
That  The meeting be adjourned.   
Motion Carried 
 
 
Basil L. Stewart 
Mayor 
 
 
Brian Hawrylak 
HR Officer 


